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Pastor's Pen

Livery year as | sil down to write my December
Encourager article | seem 10 have the exact same thing in
my hexurl. Advent i3 not just coming, it's here. The church
valendar is packed. There isa lot of work to be done.
There is a lot of shopping to do and a lot of places (o go.
[here are a lot of shut-ins und elderly members who we
wanl (o remember and share the holiday spirit with and
new members of our church famiiy we want to make sure
they feel a part of the celebration. And then there is the
Christmas story itself that we are 1o approuch, remember,
reflect on, and find joy in euch year with the respect and
genuine sense of awe that it deserves.  How in the world
do we do itall?

After two decades of trying, T think the answer 1s
that we're bound 10 tun oul of gas before the end unless
we are continually refilling our tanks throughout the
season. So T want L challenge each of you this year to not
think about Christmas as g day to get ready lor, bul
instead a journey 10 go on, And as it is with any journcy,

you up front, this vear's Advent
messages are nol going Lo so much be
about a buby that was bomn, but what
huppened in the lives of people who
discovered who that baby really was,
We'll hear the excitement in John the
Baptist’s voice, the confidence in
Nathuniel's proclamation, the relief in
Anng's spint, and the curiosity of an
unnamed scribe who met Jesus at the
temple. And my prayer is that
through heuring their storics, perhaps
we'll find something that adds to
ours.

I"m looking lorward (o
sharing the Advent season with vou and your family. |
hope you™ll make it & prionily o be present as much as you
are uble throughout the scason, and especially as il reuches
its highlight with us sharing communion (ogether on

as 1t bogins you must know where vou are headed. 1hen
sometimes you need to press forwarnd to stay on schedule,
sometimes vou need to slow down and notice the siles,
and sometimes you just ffat out need (o slop and resl,

I hope thal whal you [ind is that Robinhood Road
Buptist Church is that place where vou can do all three.
Throughout the month of December we're going to spend
Sunday mormings focusing an what the world thought
about Jesus compared 1o whal those who (ruly KNEW him
realized and how il changed their Fives, Bul T want to warn

Christmas eve al 4:00PM,

With love and hope,

<Pastor John

Youth Ministry News

“Now when it epecer of Shabee hecrd of the fame of Sclomon concerning the nami of the Lord, sha

camie to test fim with hard questions” (1 Kings 1000 NKWV),

“Now after Jesus was bovn in Bethichem of Judee in the days of Herod the king, behold, wise men from
the Est came to Jorusalom, saving, “Where is 1e who has been boru King of the Jews? Fow wa fave

Ministrys. -

seen Hie star in tha East and hove come to worship Him” (Matthew 2:1-2 NKJV),

At Christmas, we remember that, like the gueen of Sheba,

hearte have always boen drawn toward the light of God'y presence,

She traveled a great distance because she sensed that God was &t
work, and ber  journey beaulifully mirrors the wise men who
followed the star to find the newhorn King, This haly season in-
vites us 1o make that same  journey, not on foot, but in spirit, We
are inviled Lo bring our questions, our searching, and even our
heaviest burdens to Jesus, The God who unce drew seekers from
far-oft ands now draws ncar 1o us in the miracle of Chirist's birth,
Muy we come Lo Him with open and expectant hearts, and may we
leave, like the queen of Sheba, overwhelmed by s wisdom, FHis
guodness, und His grace,

My prayer (his Christinas is thut cach of us will he drawn
ever eloser to Jesus, and that our words, our ovtions, and our lves
will shine in xuch o way that others are gently led 1o Him os well,

Youth Minkstry Ann cmen

* Youth Sunday School: Meets every Sunday from 9:45 10:45
a.m, as we dig deeper inlo God's Word and grow together in taith.
¢ Woednesday Night Yonth Worship & Fellowship: Gather

-
-

with vs each Wednesday (tom 6:00-7:30 p.m. for a meaningtil
time of
worship, Bible study. and Christ-centered community.
* Wednesday, December 17— Youth & Parents Christinas Cur-
oling: We will feave the church at 6:00 p.m. and retarn by 8:00
p.m. Come ready to share the joy of Christ through song wnd fel-
fowship
* Sunday, December 21 = Youth Christmas Lunch & Pur-
ty: Join us alter the morning worship service for lunch, games, and
celebration. Please bring a wrapped $5 gifi for vur gifl-exchange
game. We will finish by 3:30 p.m.
* Caswell Reminder: For those who signed up for Caswell, please
remember that the first deposit of $110'is due on January 7, 2026,
andd the second deposit of $110 is due on Apnil 19, 2026,

Thank you for allowing me (0 serve as your Minister of Fomily
Life.

-Kev. Jason Fast



SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSES BEGINNING!

UpBeat

If you're not currently in a Sunday School class
or even if you're just looking for something different,
you're inviled (o join us on Sunday morning Dec, 7 at
9:45AM in the fellowship hall. We'll have coffee and
delicious donuts, hear a devotion from Mike Brazier, and
hewr  in-depth introductions to the two classes that will
meet from December through February, Just in case
you're curious now though, they include the following:

THE GOLDEN AGE taught by Jay Crumpler. This
class will be s in-depth look at what seripture has to say
about the coming age of the Millenium. This will be a
1,000-year reign of Christ on the earth marked by
stabilily and rightcousness. While muny ol us assume it
10 be & mysterious time, the Bible actually speaks
exlensively about this coming age.

SO, WHA'T'S THE DIFFERENCE? Taught by
David Howell. This class might seem dillerent because
wo're going to dive into things that we actually DON"I
belicve. But many people around the world certainly do,
and they're all irapped in a system of darkness that will
not hring salvation to them. Throughout this 12-week
course we'll focus on a particular religious tradition,
review its historical Tounder and location, see how it
grew, and compare 1ls primary texts to the true Word of
God. We'll address what they believe about God, Jesus,
salvation, humanity. and the afterlife. Why study things
we do not believe? Because we love people, and
understanding the darknesses they are trapped in might
Just be the hest way Lo lead them Into the light of Jesus
Christ.

’ Children’s Activities

Kids” Worship during Sunday morning worship for ages 3 years - 5th Grade,
Children receive o snack, sing songs, and hear a Bible message, as they leam to participale in worship.

+ During Kids Worship on December 14, we will gather for u speciul Christmas celebration
designed just for our children, Together, we will celebrate the birth of Jesus with joy,
wonder, and age-appropriate activities that help them understand the true meaning of

Christmas.

AWANA will be on Wednesday nights through
Muy 20th. Weekiy from 6:00-7:30pm.,
Awanu is o program that teaches our children to
memorize seriptuce, learn 1o be tean players through
game play and to open their Bibles to see answers, We
have music, exciting gumes, handhook time, and story/

We bave come 10 the threshold of
whal is perhaps the most joyiul time of the
vear for almost
BVETVOTC,

1| would not want 1o overlook the fact
that, for some, memorics of past Christmayes
wilh loved ones who are 0o longer with us
brings up sad emotions so we pray that the
Lord will provide comfort for that siluation.

kEven so, the seuson of Christmas when we celebrate
the birth of the Christ Child, the Savior of the world, his been
packed with joy from the very flrst Christmas. In the book of
Luke, we're told that the angel Gubriel announced the
mirsculons birth of Jesus 1o Mary und that she was “highly
favored™ and chasen to be His mother. Gabriel told Mary to
“rejoice” (Luke 1:28). Luter in chapler |, the yer unborn John
the Baptist jumped for joy wm the womb of his mother,
Elizabeth (vs. 41, 44) beenuse of Mary's visit o her and
Zucharias, Mury sings in the next few verses and says “my
spirit has rejoiced In God, my Savior." In Tuke 2, the angels
appeared to the shepherds, bringing them “good tidings of
great joy for all people.” In Matthew’s account, in chapter 2.
the wise men “rejoiced with exceeding great joy™ 1o see the
star (vs 10) because it guided them tn the place where Jesus
Wwas,

With all this in mind. the RRBC Choir ivites you to
warship on December 21st al 11:00am as we sharc the
Christmas musical “Joy! Unspeakable Joy™. The message of
this musical is not only to remind us of the jov of the Savior's
birth and celebrating it together, but to also spread the news
of the joylul Gospel of Salvation, to “repeat the sounding

Joy!™ This ix our mission os those who have experienced the
Joy of knowing the Savior,

We look forward 1 worshipping together on
December 21Ist, and trust that the lord will wse this
presentation 10 enrich your heart and vour celebration of
Jesus” birth,

A very Merry Christmns to vou all!

lesson time. Dinner is also provided.

Scan the QR code to get maore information and

register!!



Mission Matters

Upcoming Events/Opportunities

= Starting December 3", there will be a box in the Loyer of the church with Christmas ormaments in il. This is
your opportunity to share Christ with someone this Christmas season. Tuke sm omuament and give it to
someone who needs (o be reminded of what Christmas is all shout, Take the opportunity to share what
Christ means to vou.

The week of November 30™-December 6” is the Lottic Moon week of prayer for Internationa] Missions.
Please participate by praying everyduy using the praver guide given in vour bulletin inserl.

I'he I .ottie Moon Christmas Oflering for International Missions collection is this month, please give
generously.

= Guatemala mission trip February 14™.2141,

—» Baptist Men's Day is coming up in January, Look for more details in next month's Fncourager.

I

e

Praver

Stop by (he mission center and pick up a prayer card, Iach of our partners has specific requests hanging on
our windows, Take one or two and pray for them every day.

I'raisces

We were able w support two different Toy Stores this year thanks 1o your gencrous donations. God is

Y {

Beting Gods hands and feek

ODDS AND ENDS

Here are a few bits of information and announcements 1o keep in mind this month:

L.We love year end gifts. so please consider making one il the Lord puts it in your heart.  All we ask

is.tha(;2 they are received in the church ollice by noon on Dec, 31 if you want credit on your giving
for 2025.

2. We have tons of books in our cumiculum comer (downstairs outside women’s restroom ) und would
love tor you 1o tuke o few home, Feel free to look through them and grab anything you want, Just
Iy be eleur, we're hoping they find o new home.

3.0 We need helpers in two areas of service, irst. il' vou're interested in helping with our polf cart on
Sunday momings. please contact Gary McDowell (910-39]1-8428).  Sceond, if you arc available
to help once a month or even once ina while in our nursery, plcasc contact Janet Larson (949-510-
4133).

4. 10 you would like (o recove texts about our church family plense text #mrbe 10 22300, Message and
data rutes may apply.



RRBC WOMEN'S MINISTRIES

Seeking Jesus ~ Serving Others

I'he goal of RRBC Women's Ministries is 0 unite our women through opportimitics of fellowship.
discipleship, and service, thereby finding a place to grow and thrive at RRBC,

Meal Ministry
Next Meal: Twesday, December 2
Dyiver Pick-up Time: 3:00 pm

247-2984; lap@almondtree.com.

Calli | Mission-Minded Women!

Volunteer drivers always welcome!
Please contact Linda Patterson (336)

Please join us as we talk about, pray for and do missions,

)

Women on Mission (WOM)
Next meeting: Tuesday, December Y
3:00 pm in the Fellowship 1all
(please note time change)

December Theme:

Living on Mission

Bible Study:
The Shepherds Made It Known
Scripture - [.uke 2:1-2]
Prayer Study:
Every Nativity lells His Story
We are praying that the story of Jesus' birth would
be read and received with joy by all who hear it
whether they live just down the street or
on another continent.

Mission Spotlight:
Sparking Something: The Sieberhagens

IMB misstonaries in Belgium aim (o show
authentic love in a lonely culture,

Please join us as we celebrate missions work around

the world! To learn more, contact [Luelle Crumpler
(336) 575-5696 or jayandluelle@lgmail com.

Ladies® Fellowship @ Sixty-Six Grill
Tuesduy, December 16, 6:00 pm
3444 Fromtis 81, Winston-Salem, NC 27103
This monthly social time is a great opportunily for

all RRBC ladies to connect with each other, There is

always an abundance of great girl-wlk, good food
and plenty of laughter, ach person picks up her
own tab. Invite a friend and come join us!!

)

Women's Book Study Continues
“Finding Peace in this Holiday Season”
December 4, 11 & 18

We began our new smdy the week before
Thanksgiving as we focused on huving a heart
full of gratitude, As we focused on thankfulness,
we offered our praise, our prayers, and
meuningful words of appreciation o our wonderful
Grod for His bounliful blessings.

For the Christmas I lolidays, we will be continuing our
study on the December dates listed above,
Time & Place: 3:00 pm jn the Fellowship Hall
All women are welcome!

Our next session on the 4™ will be focused on Prayer-
fulness. As we dig deeper into this subject. we'll dis-
cover its signilicance in our lives, Our prayer lives and
faith will be strengthened as we
locus on the prayer life of Jesus, knowing it was more
than enough to sustain Him. W¢'ll Ieamn that our prayer
lives oo, can be the "Rock™ that
supports us throughout all of our life’s experiences,
Then we will spend the next two sessions focusing on
the Advent themes of hope, peace, joy and love,

Junuary 8" we'll wrap up this study. In preparation for
the 2026 New Yeur, we will be looking forward with
intention, reflection. and a renewed sense of vur lile's
purpose as (the daughters of the King ol kings. By [ll-
ing our hearts with gratitude and
preparing us for a life of service, we will be
empowered (o live put His love and grace
every single day in 2026

e e e e e e

NO MissionCrafters in December
Next Workday: Saturday. Janwary 17
9:30 am - 11:30 um
Our MisstonCrafters will be (aking a break during the
month of December.

RRBC MEMRBERS: Please tumn in your old and
lelNover Christmas cards in the designated box in the
Mission Center. For questions or donglions, please con-
tact Linda Lunsford (336) 529.7732;
1in82352/@gmail.com.



